THE RULING CLIQUE

!N THE KUOMINTANG TODAY

By Our Chungking Correspondent

THE KUOMINTANC ISOLATED ITSELF FROM  THE MASS  MOVEMENTS

of the Chinese people after the national revolution in 1927. It
substituted for the alliance with the workers and peasants, the
alliance with the Communist Party and with the Soviet Union,
an alliance with the landlords, compradore capitalists, reaction-
ary militarists and with Britain -and the United States which at
that time were active imperialisms in China. Against this policy
there was a mass upsurge of progressive elements, which deve-
loped into the bitter 10 years of civil war.

Since the Kuomintang has not changed its basic structure-
during the next United Front period of 1937-1939, it still (to-day)'
consists of the same groups as after 1927. It is obviously
impossible therefore to speak of truly democratic groups within-
the Kuomintang. In fact when the first opportunity for the1
democratic groups to enter and democratise the Kuomintang
occurred in 1937, the Kuomintang was more interested in main-
taining the integrity of its structure than in taking them in.
The present-day Kuomintang contains some quasi-democratic
opportunists but no democrats with the notable exceptions of
Mme. Sun Yat-sen (also Mme. Liao Chung-kai) whose nominal
membership has continued only because she herself hoped to
make it a nucleus of a new liberal group and because the Kuomin-
tang has not dared to expel her as it did all other progressives.
A few other democrats who because of personal prestige main-
tained their membership, such as Lia Ya-tse, were expelled after
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